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Proposal to the Michael and Suzanne Borrin Foundation in application for the
Borrin Foundation Community Law Fellowship

Closing date for applications: 12pm, 7 April 2026
To apply you need to prepare all paperwork first, then submit this information through our online application.
1. Complete this form including your proposal and personal statement. This document should be no more than 7 pages with max 5 pages for your proposal and max 2 pages for your personal statement.
2. Prepare your CV or resume (max 3 pages).
3. Ask two people for permission for the Borrin Foundation to contact them directly to provide a written reference - you can use our template to request written references available on our website. At least one of your referees must be someone within Community Law, which could include a current or past manager, co-worker, trustee or other.
4. Once all your paperwork is ready, complete our online application and upload your proposal and CV as PDF documents.
If you have questions, contact Oli at admin@borrinfoundation.nz or 021 0804 4110.

	Your details

	Your Name
	

	Date of application
	

	Proposal Title
	



Your idea
What is the issue or question you would like to pursue through a Borrin Foundation Community Law Fellowship? What hunch would you like to test through your inquiry? 



Your plan
How do you propose to go about your inquiry? What is your preliminary work plan? What is the timeline? 

Importance and impact
The Borrin Foundation believes law is essential to a flourishing society – one that is just, inclusive, tolerant, and free. Our vision is of an Aotearoa New Zealand where everyone understands the role and value of the law, and everyone enjoys the protection and opportunity that it provides. 
How does your idea align with the Borrin Foundation’s Vision?


Outcomes
What are your anticipated outcomes? How would you share your findings and outcomes? Your proposal should identify expected outcomes and outputs from the Fellowship, and how your learnings will be shared more widely.


Your connections and partnerships
Describe any partnerships or collaboration for this project. Include whether you will be involved with a host organisation (who, nature of your relationship and how this will work). Please also provide details about your relationship with the Community Law Centre where you are employed.

Ethical considerations
If your proposed plan involves people or the collection or analysis of personal information, you should consider whether you will need to seek ethics review and approval. If you are based at a tertiary education institution, we expect that as part of your project you will seek approval from the institution’s ethics committee. If you do not have an institutional ethics committee, we recommend you seek approval from the New Zealand Ethics Committee. If applicable, include a statement about your plans to seek ethics approval and/or address ethical considerations.


[bookmark: _Hlk495407297]Budget
Provide a brief description of how you will spend the funds. Include a table of your budget with a line for each of the main costs as below. Include if you are seeking or have other funding for your proposal including work in-kind, koha or donated. You can apply for any amount up to $80,000. Funding can be used for costs such as salary replacement, or salary if being placed at a host organisation, domestic or international travel, attending conferences, hiring research assistants or consultants, or a writing retreat.
	Item
	Amount

	
	$

	
	$

	
	$

	TOTAL inclusive/exclusive of GST* in NZ dollars
	$


*Please indicate whether the budget is inclusive or exclusive of GST. 

A note on tax and GST: 
Borrin Foundation grants may be considered taxable and also may be subject to GST depending on your particular circumstances. Because individual situations are unique to each person or organisation, grantees are responsible for determining their own tax obligations. You may wish to seek tax advice in preparing your budget.



Personal statement (max 2 pages)
Tell us more about you and your personal motivation and skills related to your application. You could answer questions such as 
What motivates you to do the work that you currently do?
Why are you well placed to undertake the project that you have outlined in this proposal? E.g., what strengths, knowledge, skills, or networks do you have?
What contribution are you seeking to make to the communities that you care about in Aotearoa New Zealand and the Community law movement?
Why is this the right time for this fellowship, for you personally, and (if relevant) for the issue?
How would this Fellowship help you to achieve the plan you’ve outlined in your proposal?
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